How are crowns made?

In today’s thinking, a crown is a symbol of Royalty – an inherited status.

In the New Testament, the word means something rather different, (except in 3 places in Revelation where it is used to describe twice, wordly, and in one case heavenly, royal authority).

This crown is earned. It is the same crown as that given to the athlete who was the ‘Victor ludorum’ (Latin) in the games which so dominated the Greek (‘Hellenist’) culture which prevailed in the Roman Empire of those times. 

This crown was woven, which in Greek gave it the name ‘stephanos’ from the verb meaning ‘to weave’. You can think of the hours of training and hardship which ‘woven’ together gave the athlete the ability to overcome (Greek word ‘nike’) the rigours of the race, (and all the other competitors).
The writer to the Jewish people in ‘Hebrews’ quotes the Psalm writer David (Psalm 8) in Hebrews 2 v6-10. 

‘God made man, and crowned him with glory and honour’

‘But we don’t see it!’ (Because he hasn’t earned it – actually he’s run in the opposite direction!)

‘But we do see a man – his name is Jesus – and He is crowned with glory and honour as a consequence of suffering death. And ‘it was appropriate’ he says, that Jesus obtained this ‘crown’ – ie the demonstration of God’s real nature or ‘glory’ – by sufferings.
Jesus’s ‘sufferings’ are the things he had to go through to overcome the consequences of sin in mankind. They culminated in the sufferings of the cross, but his ‘crown’ began to be ‘woven’ long before that:

He lived in constant fellowship with the Father before an unbelieving and hostile world. (We saw His glory – like that of an only son with a father’ says John 1v14)
He demonstrated the love of God in the face of hatred and indifference. Caring, healing, ‘moved with compassion’.(Matthew 15v32, Matt 20v34, Mark 1v41, Mark 6v34, Mark 8v2, Luke 7v13)
He endured on a daily, hourly basis, by the patience of God, the consistent refusal to receive him by his own creation. (As God had done for millennia) (John 1 v11)
He overcame the world’s worst opposition in a spirit of meekness. (John 16v33)

He finally went to the cross, so that ‘through death he might overcome (destroy) him who had the power of death, that is the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of  death were subject to its slavery for their whole lives!’ (Hebrews 2v14,15)
And what did they weave on His head as he went to the cross? A crown…….of thorns. (John 19v2)

Thorns are named in Genesis as that which would grow as the direct consequence of sin’s curse on mankind, and lacerate us and make us bleed.
For Jesus, even before the cross, the thorns were already ‘woven’ there – the demonstration of God’s grace in Jesus overcoming the thorns of ‘the world (a lost creation), the flesh (fallen human  tendencies) and the devil’, was a weaving of a crown of  (God’s) glory ALTHOUGH IT WAS MADE OF THORNS! ‘Made perfect by the things he suffered’.
And what of those who are the followers of Jesus? Is there a ‘crown’ for us?
James (the brother of Jesus?) says ‘yes’! ‘It’s for those who persevere under ‘thorny’ trials because they love Jesus’. (James 1v12) It’s the crown of life.
John’s vision hears the same promise from Jesus himself: ‘There’s a crown of life for those of you who stay steadfast in the face of these trials.’ (Though the weaving of it will be thorny.) And Jesus advises us strongly to hold on to this crown, despite the pain of it! (Rev 3v11)

Paul describes the present hardships of a fallen world as ‘light’ compared with the ‘weight’ of the crown of glory that results from walking with Jesus in the hours and days he brings our way. (2 Corinthians 4v17) Don’t shrink from them – they’re for your highest good – and he’s talking from real experience, if you read on in that chapter!
He says it again to the Romans – ‘the real sons of God the world has been waiting for will be formed by suffering.’ (Romans 8v16-19) 
It’s not that suffering in itself is somehow of value – that’s human asceticism, which makes its way into religion but is a false ideal. It’s the overcoming of the ‘thorns’ of a fallen world by the grace of God which demonstrates his ‘glory’ – what he is really like. Now that is a real crown for a mere human to wear! 

We’ll leave the last word to Jesus, in his final private conversation with the disciples in the dark hours before his arrest.

‘The world will hate you because it hated me’. (John 15v18,19)

‘But hey – don’t fear it – I’ve overcome the world’. (so you will, too) (John 16v33)
And what will our  crowns be for?
Well it looks like they’re so we have something to give Him when we finally arrive at the Father’s house! Watch the 24 ‘elders’ in John’s vision of heaven in Revelation 4v4. (I like to think of them as representatives before God’s throne of all the Old Testament overcomers (the ‘12 Tribes team’?!) and all the overcomers since Jesus came (the ‘12 Apostles team’?!) 
Whatever their identity, they constantly sing thanksgiving to God and ‘cast their crowns’ (v10) with reckless enthusiasm at his feet. For without Him, who would have anything to show? And we want Him to know that it was all worth it, for the opportunity to share the meek and tender attitude of the Lamb; for the sweet taste of daily life without the deadly shadow of death ; for the unshackling of our heavy load of ..self!
Without Him we would have overcome – nothing – it would have overcome us!
Thank God for Jesus!

Let God weave your crown.
PS It’s not that suffering in itself is somehow of value – that’s human asceticism, which makes its way into religion but is a false ideal. It’s the overcoming of the ‘thorns’ of a fallen world by the grace of God which demonstrates his ‘glory’ – what he is really like. 
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